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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY ATFFAIRS (LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT)
NEW DELHI )
The 31st December 1973

No. 15608-Legis.—The following Act received the assent of the President on the 31st Decocmber,
1973 1 nd is hereby published for general informaticn :—

THE ORISSA GOVERNMENT LAND SETTLEMENT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1973
PRESIDENTS ACT No. 22 oF 1973 i
Enacted by the President in the Twenty-fourth Year of the Republic of India

An Act to amend the Orissa Government Land Settlement Act, 1962

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of the Orissa. State Legislature 20 of 1973.
(Delegation of Powers) Act, 1973, the President is pleased to enact as follows :— v
ort title : .
Z’f,’gf‘c;ﬂﬁ 1. (1) This Act may be called the Orissa Government Land Setflement
mencement. (Amendmen:) Act, 1973. ' '

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.
Amendment . . - : . a ActS3
®f section 2. 2. In section 2 of the Orissa Government Land Settlement] Act, 1962 (hereinafter O i
referred to as the princ:pal Act),— of 1962,

(a) clause (a) shall be-re-lettered asAclausé (aa) and before that clause as so re-
lettered, the following clause shall be ins.rted, namely:—

‘(@) “Collector” shall include an Additional District Magistrate;’;
(b) after clause (c), the following clauses shall be inserted, namely :—

(d) “revenue fficer’ means any officer aprointed as such by the Government
to discharge any of the functions of a rcvenue officer under the provisions of the 5. . e 36

QOrissa Land Reforms Act, 1960; of 1960.
(¢) “Tehsildar” me-ns any officer aprointed as’ an Assistant Settlement gissa Act 8
Officer under the Orissa Survey and Se:tlement Act, 19585, of 1959.
3‘3?3; 3. Section 3 of the principal Act shall be re-numbered as sub-section (1) thereof

gection 3. and—
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(1) in sub-section (1) as so re-numbered, for clause (e), the following clause
shall be substituted, namely:—

«“(e) to authorise any officer of Government mnot below the rank of
a Tehsildar to dispose of applications for settlement of lands and settle the same
in such manner as may Dbe prescribed - cand subject to the provisions of
sub-sections (2) and (3);7; .

(ii) after sub-section (1) as so re-numbered, the following sub-sections shall be
inserted, namely :—

“(2) In the settlement of laads under clause {e) of sub-section (1), seveaty per
centum thereof shall be settled with the persons belonging to the Scheduled
Tribes and the Scheduled Castss in proportion to their respectiv: popu'ations
in the village in which the lands are situated and the remaining lands shall
be settled with the other persons not belonging to the aforesaid categories:

) Provided that if sufficient number of persons helonging to the aforesaid
categories are not available n the villagz in which the lanis are situated, or being
available, are not willing to accept the settlement of land, so much of the land
reserved for the said persons as cannot be scttled with them may be sett ed with

other persoans.
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(3) The settlement of lands uader this section shall bs made in ths following order
of priority, namely @ —

(a) co-operative farming socities formed by landless ageicultaral labourers;

(b) any landless agricultural labourers of the village in which the land is situate
or of any neighbouring village;

(¢) ex-servicemen-or members of the Armed Forces of the Union, if they belong
to the village in which the land is situate;

(d) raiyats who personally cultivate not more than one standard acre of conti
guous land;

Explanation—In this clause the expression ‘‘standard acre” has the meaning
assigned to it in the Orissa Land Reforms Act, 19690; and

(e) in the absence of persons belonging to any of the foregoing categories, any
other persons.’.

4. After section 3 of the principal Act, the following sections shall be inserted,
namely :— - .

“3A. (1) The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette authoris2
any officer, not below the rank of a Collector, to de reserve any land which has
been reserved under ciause (a) of section 3 or any portion thereof.

(2) Any officer authorised under sub-section (1) shall, subject to such conditi>ns
and limitatio:.s as may be prescrib:d, have power to de--eserve any land re erred to
in that sub-section or any portion thereof, if such officer is -sausfied that such
land or portion thereof, as the case may bs,—

(a) is no longer required for the purposc for which it was reservel ;
or :

(b) can no longer serve the purpose for which it was reserved ; or

-
(c) is in excess of the reasonable requirement for the purpose for which it was
reserved.

3B. (1) Any officer authoriced under clause (¢) of section 3 may resﬁme any Iind
sett'ed by him, if h: has reason to bzlieve that the p-rson with whom tne land was
setiled has used it for any purpose other than that for which it was SCt'li‘d, and may

~ impose a penalty of an amount not exceeding one hundred rupees on such persoa ;

Provided that no order under this sub-section shall be passed without giving
such person a reasonable opportunity of being heard in the matter.

(2) Nothing in sun-section (1) shall Zapply to any land settled for agricultural
purposes under a permanen lease.”.

Orissa Act
16 of 1960+
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5. After section 5 of the principal Act, the following section shall be inserted,
namely :— ;

“5A . Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any other law orin
gny custom, practice or usage having the force of law—

(a) the Government may, in the presc:ibed manner, prepare a scheme for
the management and development of Gochar lands and different schemes
may be prepared in respect of Gochar Jands situate ia different areas;

~

(b) where any such scheme has been prepared in resgect of any Gochar land
which vests in a Grama Sasan constituted under ths Orissa Grama
Panchayat Act, 1964 the concerned Grama Panchayat shall m»nage the
Gochar land in accordance with sich scheme; and

(¢) the Government may, if it deems fit, take over any Gochar land for
management and development in accordunce with the scieme prepared
in respect of such land.”.

6. For section 7 of the principal Act, the following sections shall bz substituted,
namely :—

“7. (1) An appeal shall lic against any order made under scction 3 of
section 38—

(a) where such orderis made by a Tehsi'dar or a Revenve Officer, to the
Sub-divisional Officer ;

(b) where such order is made by a Sub-divisional Officer, to the Collector ;
and

(¢) where such order is made

Divisional Commissioner.

by a  Collector, to the Revenu®

(2) No appeal shall be entertained under sub-section (I}, udless it is preferred

-within thirty days from the date of the order appealed against :

Provided that the appellate authority may admit an appeal preferred after the
expiration of the aforesaid period of thirty days if it is satisfied that the appellant had
sufficient cause tor not preferring it within that period..

(3) Every appeal preferred under this section shall be heard and disposed of in such
manner as may be prescribed. .

7A. (1) The Collector may revise any order made under sub-section (1) of section
7 by a Sub-divisional Officer and the Revenue Divisional Commi-sioner may revise any
order made under that su~-secti- n by the Collector, if an application is made b, the
aggrieved person witbin a period of ninety days from te date of the order :

Provided that the Collector or the Revenue Divisional Commi-sioner, as the case
may be, may adn it an application under this sub-section a‘ter the expir tion of the
aforesaid period of ninety days il he is satisfied.that the applicant had sufficient cause
for not ma. ing the application within that period.

'(2) All applications for revision under sub-section (1) shail be heard and disposed
of in such manner as may be prescribed.

(3) The Board of Revenue may of its own motion or ctherwise call for and
examinre the records of any proceedings in which any authori'y subordinate
to it has passed an order under this Act for th> purpose of satislying itself that
eny such order was not passed under a mistake of fict or owiigto fr.ud or
misrepr sentaton, and may pass such order thereon as it thinks fit : -

Provi ‘ed that no order shall be passed under this sub-section unless the person
affected by the proposed order has b eu given a reasonable opportunity of being heard
in the matter :

Provided further that no order shall be revised under this sub-section after the
expiry of one year from the date of the order.”.

Orissa Act
1 of 1965.
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7. For section 8 of the principal Act, the following sections shall be substituted,
namely: — : '

8. The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette direct that any
power exercisable by it uader this Act saall, subjzct to Suca conditions, if any, as may
be specifizd in the dir:ction, be exercisable also oy any authority not below the rank of
a revenue officer. : .

8A. (1) The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette and afterp
previous publication, make rules for cirrying out the provisions of this Act.

(2) In particular and withmt‘:iﬁejudicc to ths generality of the foregoing power,
the Governme 1t ma,; make rules in respact of all or any of the followiag matters,
namely:— ' ‘

(a) the rate of fees to be charged under this Actand the manner of
payment thereof;

(b) the farm and the manner in which an aoplication for settlement of lands
may b: made and the mander of settlement of lands; ,

(c) the conditions  and limitations subject to which lands may be de-
reserved; ,

d) ttlle yzireparation of Scoemes for managerent and development of Gochar
ands;

-

(e) the procedure to be followed inthe disposal of appeals and revisions;
and =

(f) any other matter which has to be,or may be prescribed.

(3) All rles made under this section shall, as soon as miwv be afrer they are
made, be 1'id- before the Legislative Assembly for a total period of fourteen days
which may bz compris:d in onz or more sessions and if d ring the said period,
the Legislative Assembly makes modifica'ions, if any, thereir, the rules shall there-
after have eff:ct only in such modificl for n, so, how:vsr, that such mo lifications
shall be w'thout prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under

the rules.”.

g V. V. GIR],

President.

K. K. SUNDARAM,

Secretary to the Government of India.

b
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Reasons for the enactment

The Orissa Government Land Settlement Act, 1962 {Orissa Act 33 of 1962) though enacted in 1962,
was brought iato force from Ist January, 1955. While implementing the Act, the provisions thereof have
been found to be inadequate. There are, at present, no provisions for delegation of powers of the
Government or for de-reservation of lands or for appeal against an order settling any land. Governmeat
was often placed in an embarrassing position, since settlement of lands obtained by misrepresentation or
fraud could not be set aside. In order to make provision for the aforesaid purposes and to plug the loopholes
in the Act, it is considered necessary to amend the Act suitably. Itis a so considered necessary to lay down
in the Act itself the order of priority for the settlement of lands.

2. The present measure is being enacted to achieve the above objectives.
3. The committee constituted under the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Orissa State

Legislature (Delegation of Powers) Act, 1973 (20 of 1973) has been consulted before enactment of this
measure as a President’s Act.

T. P. SINGH,

Secretary to the Government of India,
Ministry of Agriculture
(Department of Agriculture).

By order of the Governor
B. K. BEHERA

Secretary to the Government of Orissa
Law Department

‘ated and Published by Director, Printing, Stationery and Publication, Orissa,r Madhupatna, Cuttack-10
' Ex. Gaz. 1346—1,7544-400 :
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT
NOTIFICATION
The 29th January 1974

No. 6171—GE-(GL)-3/74-R.—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 1 of the
Orissa Government Land Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1973 (Presidents Act No. 22 of 1973), the State
Government do hereby appoint the Ist day of February 1974 as the date on which the provisions-of the said
Act shall come into force.

By order of the Governor
e B. B. PARIDA
: Deputy Secretary to Government
REVENUE DEPARTMENT

x

I . NOTIFICATION

P The 29th January 1974

t No. 6172—GE-(GL) 3/74-R.—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section 3-A of the Orissa
% ‘4bi Geovernment Land Settlement Act, 1962 (Orissa Act 33 of 1962), the State Government do hereby authorise
% all the Collectors of e State to dereserve any land which has beea reserved under clause (a) of section 3 er
R . iy portion therecof within the district under their respective jurisdiction.

Ed
*

By order of the Governer
B. B. PARIDA
Deputy Secretary to Government
REVENUE DEPARTMENT
NOTIFICATION
The 29th January 1974

No. 6173—GE-(GL)-3/74-R.—In exerc'se of the powers con‘erred by clause (e) sub-section (1) of
section 3 of the Orissa Government Laad Ssttlement Act, 1962 (Orissa Act 33 of 1962), the State Government
do hereby authorise all the Tahsildars of the State to dispose of applications for s:zttlemeat of lands and
settle the same in the prescribed manner withia their respa:tive jurisdictions.

By order of the Governor
B. B. PARIDA
Deputy Secretary to Government

i Printed and Published by the Director,Printing, Stationery and Publication, Orissa, Cuttack-10
Ex. Gaz. 1530—1,903-+ 600



